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Introduction

This document contains the complete set of mark schemes for the 2008 key stage 3 English papers —
the Reading paper, Writing paper and Shakespeare paper. It includes guidance on the overall structure
of the mark schemes and how they should be applied.

The markers of the 2008 key stage 3 tests will be trained to follow specific guidelines to ensure consistency
of marking in applying the mark schemes.

Separate levels are awarded for reading and writing. The reading level will be awarded on the basis of an
aggregation of the marks achieved on the Reading paper and the Shakespeare paper. Pupil performance
across the two elements may vary and the marking criteria are designed to recognise and reward a range
of qualities in each. Similarly, the writing level will be awarded on the basis of an aggregation of the marks
achieved on the Writing paper, and again pupil performance across the two tasks may vary. Pupils will also
receive an overall English level on the basis of the aggregation of the total marks for reading and the total
marks for writing.

Final decisions about the 2008 level thresholds, for separate reading and writing levels as well as overall
levels for English, will be made on the basis of a review of a wide range of statistical and qualitative
evidence. Level threshold tables, showing the mark ranges for the award of different levels for Reading,
Writing and English, will be published on the NAA website (www.naa.org.uk/tests) from Monday

23 June 2008.
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Reading paper: Facing the challenge

Introduction

This paper is a test of pupils’ reading skills. Evidence of pupils’ understanding of a text in relation to each
question and the assessment focus targeted is looked for, rather than the quality of their written expression.

Texts

The Reading paper is a test of unprepared reading. The test is based on a Reading booklet which includes
three texts, covering a range of genres and styles, literary and non-literary.

Questions

Pupils write their answers in a Reading answer booklet, which includes a variety of questions. The formats
for the answers vary and include completing tables, short answers and continuous writing. The number

of marks allocated to each question varies between 1 and 5. All pupils within the target range for the test
should be able to access the questions, but not all questions are of equal difficulty. A 1-mark question is not
necessarily an easy question.

Assessment focuses

Each question has an assessment focus which indicates the aspect of reading being assessed. This focus will
help to inform the judgements markers make as they mark scripts. The assessment focuses used in this paper
assess pupils’ ability to:

AF@ understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation
and reference to text

AF€) deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

AFQ@ identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and
presentational features at text level

AF@ cxplain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features
at word and sentence level

AF@ identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on
the reader

AF1, use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for meaning and AF7, relate texts
to their social, cultural and bistorical contexts and literary tradition are not covered in this paper.

2008 KS3 English test mark scheme Reading paper 3
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Mark scheme

Low-tariff questions worth 1 or 2 marks

These fall into two categories:

a) For questions 1, 8, 9 and 14, there is a marking key, which indicates the correct answers for the questions
and how marks should be awarded. These are emboldened.

b) For questions 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 12, 15 and 16, the mark scheme offers principles for the award of marks.
These are also emboldened and are the key features of required answers which should inform markers’
judgements. They are accompanied by exemplar answers which illustrate some of the ways in which
answers may be worded.

For all low-tariff questions, markers should check that what a pupil has written:

m answers the question;
m  meets the assessment focus for the question;
m is relevant in the context of the text it relates to.

Answers which make a sensible comment about the text but do not answer the question set, or are based
on parts of the text which are outside the specified section, will not be rewarded. Similarly, generic answers,
which do not relate to the specific text in question, will gain no marks.

Spaces for answers
Question 16 has designated spaces for different parts of the answer. Pupils can only gain credit if an answer
is written in the appropriate space.

Symbols used in the marking key
In the marking key for low-tariff questions, quotations from the text are given in italics. In addition, the
following symbols are used:

e correct answers / principles underlying acceptable answers

— examples of acceptable answers

/  alternative possible answers or parts of answers

() parts of answers which pupils may include but do not need to give to gain the mark

3-mark and 5-mark questions

For questions 3, 11, 13 and 17, a set of criteria is provided which describes the quality of answers expected.
Marks should be awarded according to the criteria, using the accompanying exemplar answers to confirm
judgements.

Responses which do not fulfil enough of the criteria for 1 mark should be awarded 0.

Textual evidence

For some questions, pupils are required to give textual evidence to support their answers. It is expected that
pupils will give quotations, but they should not be penalised if they do not use quotation marks or if they
make a small slip in copying out. In some cases, quotations may be embedded in pupils’ answers, which is
also acceptable.
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Assessment focuses for the questions

AF®

AFE)

AFQO

AFQ

AFQ

understand, deduce, infer or | identify and explain and identify and
describe, select interpret comment on the | comment on comment on
or retrieve information, structure and writers’ uses of writers’ purposes
information, events or ideas organisation of language, and viewpoints
events or ideas from texts texts, including including and the overall
from texts and grammatical and | grammatical and | effect of the text
use quotation presentational literary features on the reader
Facing the challenge and reference features at text [ at word and
to text level sentence level
1 1
2 1
3 3
To the limit? 4 1
5 2
6 1
7 2
Total 1 1 4 1 4 1
8 1
9 1
Beyond the 10 1
mountain 11 3
12 1
13 5
Total 1 3 0 3 5 12
14 1
15 1
Keep hope alive!
16 2
17 5
Total 0 3 1 5 0 9
Total 2 7 5 9 9 32
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Reading paper mark scheme: Facing the challenge

Questions 1-7 are about To the limit? (pages 4-5 in the Reading booklet).

1. From paragraph 1 give one example of a new extreme sport.

From paragraph 2 give one example of an extreme sport that has been established

for some time.
(1 mark)

AF@) : understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation
and reference to text

Award 1 mark for one of the following from paragraph 1:
® (go) deep sea diving without oxygen;

® (do) parachute jumping from space.

Do not accept ‘deep sea diving’ or ‘parachute jumping’ on their own.

AND

one of the following from paragraph 2:
o skiing;
® skateboarding;

e in-line skating;
e mountain biking.

Do not accept ‘skating’, ‘boarding’ or ‘biking’.
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2. You begin to wonder what people will do next: white water rafting without the raft?

Skateboarding down Everest? (paragraph 1)

Explain how this quotation shows the writer is sarcastic about extreme sports.

(1 mark)

AFQ : identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on

the reader

Award 1 mark for an answer which explains how this quotation shows the writer is sarcastic:

* she exaggerates the sports / suggests ridiculous sports, eg:

because you can’t do white water rafting without a raft;
she makes up impossible sports that people might do next;
you would kill yourself if you tried to skateboard down Everest;

they are already extreme sports, and the writer makes them more extreme by saying
without the raft.

2008 KS3 English test mark scheme Reading paper
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3. Paragraph 3 is about a new extreme sports centre in Manchester.

Explain the different ways the writer of the article suggests that this sports centre will be very
impressive.

Support your ideas with quotations from paragraph 3.
(up to 3 marks)

AF@ : identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on
the reader

Award marks according to the criteria, using the exemplar answers to confirm your judgements.

Criteria

Award 1 mark for a simple response which recognises one or two of the ways the writer suggests that the
sports centre will be very impressive, eg it costs lots of money. One or more relevant quotations identified,
but there may be some paraphrase of the text, and comments are limited.

Award 2 marks for a response which explains one or two of the ways the writer of the article suggests
that the sports centre will be very impressive, eg it uses lots of exciting words to describe it. There is some
understanding of the effect on the reader, eg Because there are all these things to do, you think it must be
amagzing. Points are supported by relevant quotations, but explanations are not developed.

Award 3 marks for a focused response which explains some of the ways the writer of the article suggests
that the sports centre will be very impressive, eg the writer gives facts and figures to show what a big project
it is. There is understanding of the effect on the reader, eg when it says ‘largest’ and ‘ultimate’ it suggests it
is the best in the world. Points are supported by well-selected quotations, and explanations show evidence

of development.
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Question 3 exemplar answers

He is saying good things about the new sports centre. “This high-tech, futuristic project will offer more than
20 intoxicating adventure sports’. “The largest ice-climbing wall in the world, a breathtaking surfing zone
and the ultimate artificial fast-flowing river for white water surfing’.

Relevant quotations have been selected and there is some attempt to address the writer’s purpose. Comment
is very limited, but enough of the criteria are met for 1 mark. 1 mark

It says that there will be a new and expensive sports centre ‘at a staggering cost of more than £60
million’. This quote shows that by the price of the new centre, the owner would want it to be amazing
and outstanding.

This response uses a quotation to show a simple way that the sports centre may be impressive, and there
is limited comment. There is an attempt to explain the writer’s purpose, but the comment is generalised so
1 mark is awarded. 1 mark

The writer suggests that the sports centre will be very impressive by saying how much it will cost, ‘at a
staggering cost of more than £60 million’. It will be very impressive because it will be better than any
other in the world and this will attract a lot of visitors. ‘the world’s very first indoor extreme sports centre’
suggests that it will be very impressive because it will be the first of it’s kind so people will want to visit that
particular centre.

There is some understanding of the different ways that the writer suggests that the sports centre will be
impressive, supported by relevant quotations. Points are made, linking to writer’s purpose, but explanations
are not developed, so 2 marks are awarded. 2 marks

The price is shown to make it look expensive so when it says “£60 million’, it is really saying, ‘I am big
and expensive.” The article also uses what is inside like ‘the largest ice-climbing wall in the world’. The
description is very good as well like when it says ‘the world’s very first indoor extreme sports centre’. This
makes the writer create more attention to the fact it is very big, new and impressive.

Some explanation of the different ways in which the centre will be impressive is evident, supported by

relevant quotations. There is an awareness of the effect on the reader, ‘this makes the writer create more
attention to the fact’, but points are not developed, so 2 marks are awarded. 2 marks

2008 KS3 English test mark scheme Reading paper
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Question 3 exemplar answers continued

The writer includes several stunning facts related to the construction of the new extreme sports centre
by pointing out its cost; ‘At a staggering cost of more than £60 million.” and the number of sports; “This
high-tech, futuristic project will offer more than 20 intoxicating adventure sports’. These facts make you
think that, to spend such a large sum of money in a recreation centre must mean that the extreme sports
centre will be very impressive and have lots of exhilarating attractions — such as the ones the writer lists
— like “The largest ice-climbing walls in the world, a breath-taking surfing zone and ultimate artificial
fast-flowing river for white water rafting.

A focused explanation of the different ways that the writer suggests the sports centre will be impressive.
There is an understanding of both writer’s purpose and the impact on the reader, ‘make you think that’.
Ideas are supported by well-selected quotations from the paragraph, so it gains 3 marks. 3 marks

One of the ways that the writer suggests that the sports centre will be very impressive is by using words like
‘intoxicating’, ‘breathtaking’ and ‘ultimate’. These words all suggest that the centre will be the best (ultimate)
will be exciting and will also look impressive (breathtaking) Another thing that the writer does is make it
seem huge. They mention the ‘staggering cost’, the ‘largest ice-climbing wall in the world’, for example.
Something very big always sounds impressive, as it makes you feel small. The third thing the writer does is
mention that it is the ‘world’s first indoor extreme sports’ centre.” The fact that it is new and unprecedented
makes it seem exciting, and, if it is successful, a new idea of that scale will be very impressive.

A developed response which uses well-chosen integrated quotations to support its points. There is focus
on both writer’s purpose, ‘the writer ... make it seem huge’, and the effect on the reader, ‘it makes you feel
small’. Explanations are detailed enough to fulfil all the criteria for 3 marks. 3 marks

10 Reading paper 2008 KS3 English test mark scheme




4. In paragraph 4, Kay Scipio says it is one of her dreams to

‘skim the tops of the waves on a surfboard, poised like a dancer, and glide smoothly
onto a sandy beach ...’

What impression of surfing do you get from the choice of language in this quotation?
(1 mark)

AF@ : explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features
at word and sentence level

Award 1 mark for an answer linked to one of the following ideas:
The choice of language gives the impression that surfing is:

e graceful, eg:
— poised like a dancer shows that it is really elegant;

— it makes surfing sound like an art form;

o cffortless, eg:

— the choice of language makes surfing sound easy;

— glide smoothly makes you feel like you would hardly need any effort;

e skilful, eg:

— that it requires good techniques to be able to poise like a dancer;

— that a lot of control is needed;

¢ calming / relaxed, eg:

— the experience of surfing seems to be relaxing;

— poised like a dancer gives the image of calm and stillness.
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AFQ:

Paragraph 2 and paragraph 4 have a similar structure.
a) Identify one way in which the structure of these paragraphs is similar.

b) Explain why these paragraphs have been structured this way.
(up to 2 marks)

identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and
presentational features at text level

a) Award 1 mark for an answer which identifies one of the following structural features:
® (uestions

e quotations / interviews / views of people

b) Award 1 mark for an explanation of the purpose of the feature identified in a):

¢ (the questions) introduce the paragraphs, eg:

— to tell you what the paragraph is about;

— the rest of the paragraph answers the question.
OR

¢ (the quotations / interviews) answer the questions / provide evidence, eg:

— they have people’s opinions answering the questions;

— the interviews with people give more evidence about extreme sports.

12 Reading paper
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6. In paragraph 5, Malcolm Davies says, ‘Things can seem a bit tame for kids these days’.

What does the phrase ‘Things can seem a bit tame’ suggest about life for young people today?
(1 mark)

AF@) : deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

Award 1 mark for an answer which explains that ‘Things can seem a bit tame’ suggests life for
young people:
e lacks excitement / challenge, eg:

— the lives of young people have become boring;
- they need some adventure in their lives;

— it’s too protected / controlled.

Do not accept ‘life seems easy’ without further elaboration.
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7. Explain how the final paragraph of the article links back to the first paragraph.

Refer to both paragraphs in your answer.
(up to 2 marks)

AFQ : identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and

presentational features at text level

Award 1 mark for a straightforward answer identifying a link between the final and the first

paragraph:

¢ both paragraphs mention deep sea diving / the risks of extreme sports / the writer’s opinion
of extreme sports, eg:
— she says about deep sea diving without oxygen in the first paragraph and in the
last paragraph;
— in both paragraphs it is about how dangerous these sports are;
— it links back by her saying what she thinks of extreme sports again;

— she still thinks deep sea diving without oxygen is daft.
OR

Award 2 marks for a more developed explanation of the link between the final paragraph and

the first paragraph:

e the writer partly changes her view of extreme sports between the first paragraph and

the last, eg:

— in the first paragraph she says they sound dangerous and stupid, but at the end she
thinks some are alright;

— to the writer extreme sports are still a mad idea, but maybe not to young people;

— the first paragraph states that extreme sports are suicidal, whereas the last paragraph
states that they are exciting but dangerous;

— she criticises extreme sports at the beginning and is still not sure about them in the

last paragraph.
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Questions 8-13 are about Beyond the mountain (pages 6-7 in the Reading booklet).

8. In paragraph 1, the writer explores why people are drawn to mountains.

Which two of the following statements best describe why the writer thinks people are drawn to
mountains?

Tick two of the boxes:

AF€) : deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

Award 1 mark for two correct answers.

mountains make people realise that they do not control the world v

mountains can be exciting for people to climb

mountains allow people to test their physical skills

mountains make people see the world in a different way v

(1 mark)

2008 KS3 English test mark scheme Reading paper
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9. Identify one word from paragraph 2 which suggests that the mountain does not look welcoming.
(1 mark)

AF@ : understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation

and reference to text
Award 1 mark for the following word:
e forbidding

Do not accept longer quotations unless the correct word is underlined / highlighted in some way.
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10.

AFE):

In paragraph 3, the weather changes its mood.

How does the description of light in paragraph 3 show this change of mood?
(1 mark)

deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

Award 1 mark for an answer which shows an understanding that a change in light shows the
worsening mood.

e The change to dirty grey makes the mood ominous / threatening, eg:
— the light goes from silver to dirty grey. This shows the mood changes because it becomes
sinister;

— when the light changed from silver to grey it sounded scary.

e The change to dirty grey makes it feel gloomy, eg:
— it goes from silver to grey so it changed to a dismal mood;

— it shows the light used to look bright and sparkly but later it became dull.

e The change to dirty grey affects people’s mood for the worse, eg:
— it changes to dirty grey which makes you depressed;

— dirty grey is a dingy colour that gives a feeling of negativeness.

Do not accept a quotation, eg the light changed from silver to dirty grey, without an explanation.

Do not accept general references to the weather worsening that are not explicitly about change
in light / colour linked to mood, eg when it changed to a dirty grey colour it meant a storm was
coming.
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11. How does the writer’s choice of language in paragraph 4 show that he is completely surrounded
by snow?

Refer to specific words and phrases from paragraph 4 and comment on them.
(up to 3 marks)

AF@ : explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and literary features
at word and sentence level

Award marks according to the criteria, using the exemplar answers to confirm your judgements.

Criteria

Award 1 mark for a response that identifies one or more words and / or phrases which show that the
writer is completely surrounded by snow, eg ‘Millions of particles of snow dust’ shows there was lots of
snow. There is some awareness of the effect of language, eg lost in the snow means it’s everywhere, though
answers may include paraphrase, and comments are limited or generalised.

Award 2 marks for a response which demonstrates some understanding of how relevant words and phrases
show that the writer is completely surrounded by snow, eg ‘Millions of particles of snow dust streamed just
above the ground in a continuous flow’. This tells me the snow goes on and on. There is some understanding
of the effect of language, eg ‘wading through a river’ makes the snow seem deep. Explanations are offered

but are not developed.

Award 3 marks for a response which demonstrates understanding of how well-selected words and phrases
show that the writer is completely surrounded by snow, eg ‘Millions of particles...’, ‘rounded chunks’ and
‘big soft flakes’ show that he is surrounded by all sorts of different snow everywhere. There is understanding
of some of the techniques used or a technique is explored in some detail, eg choice of verbs, ‘streamed’,
‘skidded’, ‘walloped’, the analogy of wading through a river or the cumulative effect of the language.
Explanations show evidence of some development.
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Question 11 exemplar answers

The writer uses millions of particles of snow and ‘built up a thin fur of snow’. This makes you think the
snow is heavy and be is covered in snow.

Appropriate quotations have been selected. A simple point is made, identifying how the writer was
surrounded by snow. There is some awareness of the effect of language, ‘this makes you think ...”; but
comment is very limited, therefore 1 mark is awarded. 1 mark

He explains that he is completely surrounded by snow when he says ‘millions of particles of snow streamed
just above the ground’. This shows it seemed like it would never stop.

A relevant quotation is identified, supported by a simple point which begins to explain how it shows the

writer is completely surrounded by snow. There is some awareness of the effect of language, so this response
meets enough of the criteria in Band 1 to be awarded 1 mark. 1 mark

“Wanting to enjoy the solitude of being lost in the snow’ gives the impression that the snow is all around him
and is covering everything. ‘big soft flakes which were falling from the sky’ tells us how the snow looked
and felt. ‘I could see no more than a few metres in any direction, and felt utterly and excitingly alone’ tells
us that the snow was falling beavily, so heavily he could hardly see around him.

This response demonstrates some understanding of how the language shows that the writer is completely
surrounded by snow, though the quotations do not focus clearly on particular words or phrases. There is
some understanding of the effects of language, ‘gives the impression’, and some attempt at explanation but
with little development, so this is awarded 2 marks. 2 marks

The writer was completely surrounded by snow. We read ‘I could see no more than a few metres in any
direction’. This suggests that he had to be surrounded by snow because he can’t see that far. The writer
describes the action of the snow. We read ‘whirling snow’. The word ‘whirling’ suggests that lots of snow
was falling around him.

This response comments on relevant quotations, relating comment directly to the question with ‘because he
can’t see that far’. There is also some understanding of the effect of language, shown through an explanation
of the writer’s use of a specific word, ‘whirling’, so this fulfils the criteria for 2 marks. 2 marks

Reading paper

2008 KS3 English test mark scheme Reading paper 19



1aded Buipeay

Question 11 exemplar answers continued

‘Millions of particles of snow dust streamed’: this exaggeration on the word millions suggests that the snow
is so thick he couldn’t see. ‘A continuous flow’ suggests that there is no escaping the snow, there is no end
to it. ‘I could see no more than a few metres in any direction’, this explains he is completely surrounded in
every direction.

This response demonstrates understanding of how phrases such as ‘a continuous flow’ show that the writer
is completely surrounded by snow. There is understanding of the technique of exaggeration, and some
explanations are developed, ‘there is no escaping the snow, there is no end to it’. Therefore this meets the
criteria for 3 marks. 3 marks

‘Solitude of being lost in the snow’, ‘millions of particles of snowdust’, ‘Rounded chunks of old hard snow”’,
‘Big soft flakes.” These are all descriptions of snow, and how he was surrounded by it. Different sizes and
shapes of snow was falling from all over the place; the sky, the ridge etc. “Walloped’ suggests he was being
attacked by the snow. ‘I was wading in a loose white river’ explains that everything around him was white
snow, and be struggled to get through.

An understanding of the cumulative effect of the language is demonstrated through the selection of a number
of well-chosen quotations to make a specific point. There is an understanding of the writer’s techniques,
‘Different sizes and shapes of snow’, and also explanation of specific words, ‘walloped suggests he was

being attacked by the snow’. Therefore, this response securely fulfils Band 3 criteria and so gains 3 marks.
3 marks
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12. The world beyond the whirling snow became unimportant, almost unimaginable. 1 could have

been the last person on the planet. (paragraph 4)

What does this quotation suggest about the writer’s feelings at this point?

(1 mark)

AF@) : deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

Award 1 mark for an answer which shows understanding that this quotation suggests

the writer:

e feels completely absorbed in / exhilarated by the experience (of being in the snow), eg:

it shows he wasn’t worried about anything else in the world at this moment;
he has almost forgotten the world outside the snow exists;
the writer felt isolated from the world beyond the whirling snow;

it’s an incredible feeling as if he is the last person on earth.

Do not accept ‘he feels alone’ without an intensifier.

2008 KS3 English test mark scheme Reading paper
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13. In paragraphs 5 and 6, the writer describes the impact of seeing a hare on top of the mountain.

Explain how the writer shows that this experience was important to him.

You should comment on:
— how his encounter with the hare affects him;
— what he has learned from this experience;

— how it links to the ideas in the first paragraph.
(up to 5 marks)

AF@ : identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on
the reader

Award marks according to the criteria, using the exemplar answers to confirm your judgements.

Criteria

Award 1 or 2 marks for a response which identifies one or two examples from the text which show this
experience was important to the writer, eg he really thinks the hare looks amazing. There is some awareness
of writer’s viewpoint but the response may be descriptive in content. The text is paraphrased or referred to
and all the prompts may not be addressed.

Award 3 marks for a response which offers some explanation of how the writer shows that the experience
was important to him, eg Seeing the hare made him realise that the mountain belonged to the hare not him.
There is some understanding of writer’s viewpoint, and relevant references are included to support ideas.
All the prompts may not be equally fully addressed.

Award 4 or 5 marks for a response which explores some of the ways in which the writer shows that this
experience was important to him, eg when he sees the hare the animal makes him think about his own
significance. There is clear explanation of writer’s viewpoint, and appropriate references are precisely and
concisely made. All the prompts should be addressed, with some development of comment, though not

necessarily equally for each prompt.
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Question 13 exemplar answers

It was an important moment to the writer because the writer described every single last detail of the hare.
The writer is writing it like be is pretty shocked to see someone else in the middle of a snow storm and its
an animal. He learnt that the hare had its own path so it like give him an urge to keep on going.

Identifies the close description of the hare as evidence, and makes some attempt to interpret the viewpoint
of the writer. This response, therefore, is worth 1 mark. 1 mark

He says that the hare was sat watching him sat on its huge hind legs, its tall ears twitching and it seemed
curious at seeing him on its territory but not alarmed. Then be starts describing the hare by saying it was
white all over except for its black tail and the two black rims of its ears. He has learned from this that the
snow hare had 